


- 
ITDESCRIPTION - I 

(Chock 0"s) 

U E x c s l l c n t  El Good CJ Fair CJ Dst.rioro*sd Cj Rums C1 Unexposed 
CONDITION 7 .  1. (Check One) ( C h e c k  One) -- - 

A l t e r e d  

The Rock C a s t l e  e s t a t e  c o n s i s t s  of scen ic  farmlands and woodlands s i t u a t e  
on a high b l u f f  overlooking the  upper James River.  The o r i g i n a l  house,  
now known a s  the  Queen Anne Cottage,  s t ands  s e v e r a l  hundred f e e t  from 
i t s  o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n .  The house is a small, f ive-bay,  s to ry -and-a -ha l f  
frame s t r u c t u r e  wi th  c l ipped  gable ends and two i n t e r i o r  end chimneys. 
The co rn ice  on both f r o n t  and back f e a t u r e s  l a r g e  unsc ro l l ed  modi l l ions .  
The ent rance  motif i s  ind iv idua l ly  t r e a t e d ;  i t  has a s i n g l e  e i g h t  panel  
door flanked by s o l i d  panels  i n  much the  same manner a s  s i d e l i g h t s .  

Except f o r  two window w a l l s ,  the  f i r s t  f l o o r  of the  house i s  f u l l y  paneled.  
Each room on e i t h e r  s i d e  of the  h a l l  has  a segmental a rched f i r e p l a c e  
flanked by windowed c h i m e y  c l o s e t s .  The s t a i r c a s e  f e a t u r e s  a f i n e l y  
molded hand r a i l ,  vase-and-column b a l u s t e r s ,  and s c r o l l e d  s ta i r  ends .  
The two second-f loor  rooms a r e  very  p l a i n  and have l i t t l e  wood t r i m ,  wh i l e  
the  new basement rooms have been o u t f i t t e d  wi th  modern f a c i l i t i e s .  

The Queen Anne Cottage is f ronted  by a b r i c k  w a l l  which su r rounds  a n  
ex tens ive  formal garden set between the  house and t h e  modem Normandy 
manor-style house. The modern house is a p ic turesque  bu t  s i z e a b l e  b r i c k  
s t r u c t u r e  and i s  d ramat i ca l ly  loca ted  a t  t he  edge of a s t e e p  i n c l i n e  
which leads  t o  the  James River bottom lands.  J u s t  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  t h e  
house i s  the  o r i g i n a l  s i t e  of the  Queen Anne Cottage. 
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Rock C a s t l e ,  named f o r  a  high rock b l u f f  overlooking t h e  James River ,  
was patented i n  1718 by Charles  Fleming of New Kent County. Colonel  
William Byrd I1 r e f e r r e d  t o  Rock C a s t l e  i n  h i s  "Progress t o  the'Mines," 
i n  1732, i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  house was s tanding by t h i s  t i m e .  The 
house was b u i l t  by Tar l e ton  Fleming, son of ~ h a r l e s  Fleming, and was 
i n h e r i t e d  by h i s  son Tar le ton  i n  1750. The second T a r l e t o n  Fleming 
married Mary Randolph of nearby Tuckahoe, and i t  was he who owned 
Rock C a s t l e  when, i n  1781, Lieutenant  Colonel Banas t re  T a r l e t o n  
stopped a t  the  house on h i s  r e t u r n  from the  unsuccessfu l  a t t e m p t  t o  
cap tu re  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  and the  Vi rg in ia  L e g i s l a t o r s  a t  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e .  
Seeing the  Tar l e ton  c o a t  of arms d isp layed above t h e  p a r l o r  f i r e p l a c e  
by a p a t r i o t ,  Tar le ton  s e t  f i r e  t o  the  house and c a r r i e d  o f f  t h e  c o a t  
of arms. The s e r v a n t s  ext inguished the  f i r e  wi th  l i t t l e  damage t o  
the  house. 

I n  1843 Rock C a s t l e  was purchased by John Rutherfoord, Governor of 
Vi rg in ia  from 1841 t o  1842. H i s  son, John Coles Rutherfoord,  b u i l t  a n  
I t a l i a n a t e  f r o n t  onto the  house and l a i d  ou t  the  garden.  The house 
was ra ided  by a marauding company of Federal  c a v a l r y  under General  
P h i l i p  H. Sheridan i n  1865. I n  1908 Mrs. George Ben Johns ton ,  daugh te r  
of John Coles Rutherfoord, r e s to red  and improved t h e  garden. James 
Osborne bought the  proper ty  i n  1935 and decided t o  e r e c t  a Norman 
manor-style  house on the  s i t e  of the  f i r s t  house. During t h e  
d ismant l ing ,  the  o r i g i n a l  house underneath the  I t a l i a n a t e - s t y l e  v i l l a  
was discovered.  The house was moved s e v e r a l  hundred f e e t  t o  a new 
l o c a t i o n  on the  proper ty  and today s t ands  f ac ing  t h e  same d i r e c t i o n  
i t  d i d  when o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t .  The r e s t o r a t i o n  and moving o f  Rock 
C a s t l e  was c a r r i e d  ou t  under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of Herber t  C la iborne ,  
who a l s o  designed the  new house. From t h e  time t h e  house was moved 
and r e s t o r e d ,  i t  has been known as the  Queen Anne Co t t age ,  w h i l e  t h e  
e s t a t e  r e t a i n s  the  name o f  Rock C a s t l e .  . 
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t ional  Historic  Preservat ion  A c t  of 1966 ( P u b l i c  1.aw 
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